x                               PREFACE

that interest in the land of the Chibchas which
was first aroused by my conversation with General
Mosquera.

I submit the following brief account of Chibcha
civilisation and of the conquest of New Granada
without any thought of its taking a place by the
side of the works of Prescott. My intention is far
enough from that. Its object is only to stop a
gap in English literature until such time as it
may be worthily filled by another more detailed
work from the pen of some one who is intimately
acquainted with all the localities, as well as with all
the original sources of information, some of which
are still undiscovered. I trust that such a future
author may akeady exist, or will exist in due
course. I have to offer my cordial thanks to His
Excellency Don Ignacio Gutierrez-Ponce for assis-
tance and advice. Don Ignacio is descended from
three of the companions in arms of Quesada.
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